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August 27, 2018         Letter #25 

A wise man will hear and increase in learning. And a man of understanding will 

acquire wise counsel.                                                                                  Proverbs 1:5 

 

Greetings to Members of the Craft, 

I thank God for another opportunity to address the best Jurisdiction this side of 

heaven.  We are excited by the opportunities to improve all that we are doing in the 

greatest Masonic Family assembled anywhere on the face of the globe. 

We recently laid to rest Dr. Henry Simmons, the 12th Most Worshipful Grand Master.  

I would like to thank the Brothers and Sisters who made the sacrifice to be in 

attendance at this historic event.  We have truly lost an icon! However, he left us with 

many philosophical nuggets that we can build on whereby we may extend his legacy. 

As I reflect on the funeral weekend, it was quite noticeable that much of our 

leadership was missing; namely many of the District Deputy Grand Masters and 

Worshipful Masters were missing. Nevertheless, I implore each of us to continue to 

keep the late Grand Master Dr. Simmons’ family in corporate prayer.  Let us be 

reminded that we have two other true icons remaining including Honorary Past Grand 

Master August Cox (102 years of age) and Brother Sollie Mitchell (100 years of age) 

and perhaps others.    We should forever keep them lifted up.    

Now, let me reflect on the success of our educational programs.  This jurisdiction 

continues to raise the bar as it relates to presenting thought provoking seminars. 

Beginning with this year’s workshop spearheaded by our Right Worshipful Kendall 

Moore, Junior Grand Warden, we are creating an energetic atmosphere for learning.  

Having said that, the written hand moves on.  We are currently in a very busy season. 

Recently, we concluded “The Leadership Forum”, an outstanding event witnessed by 

over four-hundred Brothers and Sisters. We are also approaching the Walter Gulley, 

Jr. University of Instruction on September 14-16.  I am overwhelmingly excited 

because not only will we have at least twenty members in the Associate of Arts 

degree class but we will also have approximately twenty enrolled in our first class for 



From the desk of the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

the Bachelor of Arts Degree. On the 22nd of September, each of the Zone Coordinators will oversee the 

administration of the Worshipful Masters’ Certification.  

Lodge Instructors, is it time we step up our presentations within the local districts.  Each Grand Instructor 

should prepare to have at least two workshops per year.  You should have a sign in log and forward an 

electronic copy to Grand Lecturer Leonard Ross.  I recently received the workshop information from Zone 

Two’s Grand Instructor, Past Master Joshua Dixon, which also highlighted the presenters and topics covered. 

Each of your respective Zones are also preparing to receive the Grand Master for his annual visitation.  The 

Zone One Visitation will be held in the home of our Jurisdiction, Jacksonville on December 7th & 8th, Zone 

Two’s will be held in Sarasota on November 2nd & 3rd, and Zone Three’s will be on September 28 & 29 in 

the city of Deerfield.  I look forward to meeting and greeting you personally on the Friday nights of those 

respective weekends. 

Worshipful Masters, I applaud you on the leadership that most of you have exhibited during the course of the 

year.  I know that you are busy preparing for your end of the year audits as you anticipate the upcoming 

elections.  I am certain the incoming or newly elected officers will have been trained and will be ready to 

assume the duties associated with their positions. 

The Annual Head Tax Reporting time is quickly drawing near.  In order for the Lodges to take advantage of 

the $165.00 dues, the report must be signed by the District Deputy Grand Master and received in the Grand 

Lodge office on or before November 15, 2018.  This is not the “postmarked date” but actual receipt date in the 

offices located at 410 Broad Street.  For all reports received after November 15, 2018 dues will be $200.00.  

Any report coming in without the Deputy’s signature will be assessed a fine of $125.00. 

Additionally, on this report there will be a sheet for each Brother to pay a one-time assessment of $50.00.  

This is a mandatory assessment voted on at the 148th Annual Communication.  The absolute deadline for this 

$50.00 is January 15th which is the last reporting period. Anyone not paying this fee by January 15th will be 

dropped from the rolls and the re-in statement cost will be $1,000.00.  Also, any member who is 80 years of 

age or older is exempted from the assessment.  This must be confirmed based on previous annual returns. 

As we approach the “season of giving” let us prepare for our annual community service activities.  We 

encourage all Brothers and Sisters to provide the less fortunate with blessings from the Masonic Family.  I 

need each of you to report your activities accompanied by documentation (i.e. photos, videos, etc.) to the 

committee Chairman Past Master Otis Cooper. 

Also, the Knights of Pythagoras have been given the challenge of having 500 boys at the next youth state 

meeting in June of 2019.  Each council should expect a visit from State Director Rodney Edwards or his team 

in the very near future.  District Deputy Grand Masters, I am also expecting you to assist with building new 

councils or increasing the current number of boys they presently have.  I expect each council to strive to 

increase its membership by ten boys with a target date of April 1, 2019. 

Lastly, as you know, we have had recent situations where foreign jurisdictions have made an attempt to 

encroach on the sovereignty of the Jurisdiction of Florida.  Please be reminded that you should not participate 

in or discuss matters of this nature.  Additionally, if you become aware that any other Brother or Sister is 
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involving themselves in the same, you should report it to your Zone Coordinator or the Most Worshipful 

Grand Master immediately.  The consequences for participating in or coordinating with a foreign jurisdiction 

on matters of this type will be quick and potentially severe so it is in all of our best interests to govern 

ourselves accordingly.  

Please don’t forget to exercise your right to vote on Tuesday, August 28th. 

“Finally my Brethren, may the blessings of heaven rest upon all regular masons and my every moral and 

social virtue cement us, Amen”. 

Fraternally, 

Walter Gulley, Jr.  
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