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T  H  E   B  U  L  L  I  O  N

M o s t  W o r s h i p f u l  U n i o n  G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  F l o r i d a |  Z o n e  3 |  D i s t r i c t  3 1 
H o n o r a b l e  J e f f e r y  G .  J o n e s  1 9 t h  M o s t  W o r s h i p f u l  G r a n d  M a s t e r

WM George L. Lockhart, Ed. D 
Grand Lodge Officer 

Chairman of Education 
BRAML#11

Brother James Coney 
District Deputy Grand Master
EVERGLADES LODGE #548

Brother Washington was a great mentor and a 
better friend. 

As a mentor,  helped me  with masonic books, 
etiquette, dress, and all the role of lodge officers - 
both local and at the grand lodge level. A gift was 
knowing the habits of people and when to  
instruct and rebuke individuals. 

Also, he taught to develop strong relationships with 
Worshipful Masters - allowing for clear 
communication of the mission, challenges, and lodge 
initiatives. "Sandy' consulted regularly with  Grand 
Master(s), Deputy Grand Master regarding the 
development and administration of strategic 
contributes aligning with the Grand Lodge's 
objectives and strategies. Everyone knew Sandy 
throughout the jurisdiction, and he knew everybody. 
He will be missed.  
Brother James Coney
District Deputy Grand Master 

Brother Washington was kind to me.

No matter how many times (or time of day), I called he 
would answer or text "Give me a moment," before 
returning the call. He was easy to communicate with. 

Regarding the secretary's office, he stood above the rest. The 
ultimate professional – he was always on top of dates, times, 
technical writing, formulas, and rosters. Both at the local and 
the jurisdiction. Watching him work was an art. 

Impressively, Brother Washington reserved his best 
performance in preparing for the Grand Communications. He 
would begin almost six months in advance – with much 
communication throughout the jurisdiction in preparation for 
the week-long and highly successful event.

Away from masonry, Brother Washington was a family man, 
there was not a better template. Grand Secretary Washington 
adored his family.     
I will miss him friendship. 

Brother George L. Lockhart
Worshipful Master 
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GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTH 

Brother Alan Bottorff

In-Person Versus Mail-in Voting?
Craft,

There is a misconception about voting in-person or mail-in 
voting.  Here is my personal story. In the last election, I 
did my homework on the local/national candidates in line 
with my own beliefs. The local election affected me 
personally as I worked with them. In the national election, 
not so much. In 2016, I was not in favor of either 
candidates' possible representation of America. So, I 
(ignorantly) voted for myself. In a nutshell -here’s why. 

If you decide not to vote or candidate not on the ballot, the 
vote will go against your registered party affiliation. If not 
your intention, then vote to ensure its negation. For me, 
once I realized it was too late. Therefore, please vote for a 
registered candidate.
Now for the misconception. Primarily, whether you vote 
in-person or vote by mail - YOU MUST VOTE! There are 
opinions with the difference between the two, but in the 
end, both are effective. While serving in the military, most 
votes were absentee ballot. The chances of voter fraud are 
rare in the U.S. regardless of how you vote. I feel more 
comfortable casting my vote in-person, but there various 
reasons some cannot vote live.  Therefore, voting by mail 
is the next best option to exercise your right to vote. 
Voting by mail does not favor  either major political party. 
In the last election, only half of the eligible U.S. 
population voted. With decades of decline, elections can 
be decided by the electoral college.  Let us set our goal of 
100% of our members to vote in November. Your voice 
should be heard, so LET YOUR VOTE RING!
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Stay Up to Date 
Brethren, 
2020 has been a challenging year on many levels.  

As have been said, we are dealing with three 
pandemics — coronavirus, voter suppression, and 
police brutality.  More than ever, we have to lean 
on our relationship with the creator for peace and 
understanding.

Many of us have lost loved ones during the year. 
Most recently, masonry suffered a tremendous loss 
with the death of Brother Sandy Washington.  I got 
to know Sandy almost immediately after being 
raised a mason.  I know him as a dependable and 
humble leader.  I also saw kindness and 
compassion in him that served as a model for all of 
us.  Our hearts go out to his relatives and loved 
ones who are living with this tremendous loss.

One way to honor leaders like Brother Washington 
is to lead on the important issues of our day.  There 
is no more important issue in our present day than 
exercising our right to vote.  There are forces that 
are planning to disenfranchise our solemn 
obligation to vote.  As masons and leaders, I would 
encourage you to do more than vote.  You should 
become an expert on the issues and the candidates, 
volunteer at the polls, transport other voters to the 
polls who may need transportation, and, if you are 
able, support the campaigns that you are passionate 
about.  People are looking to you to lead and are 
watching you when you least expect it.  

I pray for your continued safety.

GREETINGS FROM THE WEST 
Brother Grasford W. Smith
Grand Lodge Officer - Legal 

Brother Grasford W. Smith
Senior Warden

Brother Alan Bottorff
Junior Warden
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK 
Brother Joevin Casismir

Brethren,

I am a millennial. Which means expect our vote to be 
be counted!  Musical Artists, athletes, and other 
influential people are tasking us to get out and Rock 
the Vote! 

The next presidential election will mark the first time 
that Millennials (who will be ages 24 to 39 in 2020) 
will account for a slightly smaller share of the 
electorate than they represented in the last presidential 
election. The raw number of Millennials eligible to 
vote is increasing due to foreign-born Millennials 
naturalizing to become citizens. But the Millennial 
share of the electorate has peaked as they are not 
growing as fast as the electorate overall.

'Sandy' helped me with OES and protocol. Newly 
elected as the Worthy Matron...I was lost. He came in 
and showed me step by step the procedural guidelines. 
Not necessarily a quick study, Sandy was patient with 
me. I will miss him.

BISHOP RICHARD ALLEN #11 NEWSLETTER

FROM THE TREASURER'S DESK 

Brother Alex Cox
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Brothers,

I pray that all is well with you and your families. 
Today, we find ourselves living in the perilous times. 
We must remain steadfast and safe. Now is the time 
for each of us to stand up and be counted. 

WE MUST VOTE! 

Let's make it our main objective in making to the polls 
and take a friend with us. 

Since our last communication we have lost our dear 
brother Sandy Washington. I consider it a blessing to 
have known and interacted with Brother Washington. 
He was very knowledgeable of masonry and a most 
pleasant brother to be around. He will be sorely 
missed.

Finally, Brothers, let us not forget that our dues are 
looming. We always meet the 100% mark and as 
November is upon us we cannot fall short of this 
prestigious mark set by the WM.

Brother Alex Cox
Treasurer

Brother Joevin Casimir
Secretary
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
Brother (Elder) Joel H. Simmons 
BRAML #11 Chaplain

Greetings brethren. I pray all is well with you and yours. We all have been through a lot dealing with this

pandemic. Nonetheless we must take time to take back our lives and focus on what makes us stronger.

These are the days that we must work hard to secure our future and invest in our families. I pray that

the Lord will illuminate himself before you and within you. As the Lord said in Matthew 5:13, “Ye are the

light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” Therefore, we ought to be the greatest of 

examples. Always remembering our rule and guide. Walking “circumspectly…as wise” men. (Ephesians 5:15)

Now, the thought of the hour is preparation. There are only a few weeks left and we must get out and vote. 
This is a legacy that we have fought long and hard for. Let us not waste the energy and blood of

our forefathers by hoping without action. Our forefathers fought for the 13 th amendment. In the words

of Fredrick Douglas, “Slavery is not abolished until the Black man has the ballot.” It was until the 14 th 15 th 

amendments that the greater fulfillment of these words truly became established.

Our forefathers had to fight against tyranny, persecution and ignorance. “Where justice is denied, where 
poverty is enforced, where ignorance prevails, and where any one class is made to feel that society is an

organized conspiracy to oppress, rob and degrade them, neither persons nor property will be safe.”
(Frederick Douglass)

So, let us not sit idly by and allow for our voice to be stop, quieted or underheard. Get out and vote. Tell 
your family to vote. Tell your children to vote. Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Amen.

Brother Joel Simmons
Chaplain
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COMMENTARY by Right Worshipful Kendall T. Moore, Senior Grand Warden, Zone 3 Coordinator

BISHOP RICHARD ALLEN #11 NEWSLETTER 

When asked to write a tribute to                                                  
B   Bro. Sandy Washington, I was at a 
 l  I was at a loss…….

It was not a loss for words because 
I                                       didn’t know what to say. Even for 

someone who writes and speaks for 
a living, I had great concern that my 
   words may not be big enough, 

complete enough, thorough enough, 
                                       substantial enough or just simply  
"enough” to truly represent all that he was and everything 
he stood for…..  

As I meditated for days on this matter, I was reminded of 
words  first penned by Josiah Holland in the 1800’s and 
paraphrased by many including Dr. Bob Moorehead, the 
Senior Pastor of Overlake Christian Church in Washington.  
In honor of “Sandy”, I paraphrase them for my own 
purposes for I believe they honestly capture the true essence 
of the man I knew…….. 
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God give us men like Sandy Washington 
…..more interested in scars instead of medals, 
work instead of leisure, challenge instead of 
easy projects, and in winning instead of just a 
tie. 
God give us men like Sandy 
Washington…….who will pray earnestly, 
work long, preach clearly, fight bravely, love 
ridiculously, and wait patiently...
God give us men like Sandy Washington 
….whose strength is equal to the task...men 
who won’t fade under the searchlight of the 
enemy, who won’t fear at the shouting of the 
opposition, who won’t bend under the heavy 
load of responsibility. 
God…..give us men like Sandy Washington! 

         MEN LIKE BRO. SANDY WASHINGTON

God give us men like Sandy Washington ...ribbed 
with the steel of Your Spirit...men who will not 
flinch when the battle is fierce.... 
God give us men like Sandy Washington ...men 
who won’t sell out for convenience. 
God give us men like Sandy Washington…….men 
who won’t be bought, bartered, or badgered 
by the enemy...men who will go the distance, 
pay the price, suffer the loss...make the 
sacrifice...stand the ground, and hold high the 
torch of conviction in the face of pressure.   
God give us men like Sandy Washington……
delivered from mediocrity, men with vision high, 
pride low, faith wide, love deep, and patience 
long...men who will dare to march to the 
drumbeat of a different drummer, men who will 
not surrender right for a mess of pottage, or 
run from trials and evade conflict. 

May your legacy continue to live on through the lives 
you’ve touched, the lessons you taught and the 
standard you set…..

Respectfully,

Right Worshipful Kendall T. Moore, 
Senior Grand Warden
Zone 3 Coordinator

Bro. Sandy Washington
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past masters
PM Elvin J. Parker, 33°  2016-2017
PM George L. Lockhart, 32° 2017-2020

** 4th Qtr Events **

October - Candidates Passed to Fellow Craft
November - 

• Raising
• Officer Elections
• Trestle Board - Lodge of Instruction

2020- 2021 OFFICERS

Worshipful Master  George L. Lockhart
Senior Warden Grasford Smith
Junior Warden 

Senior Deacon 

Alan Bottorff
 Dennis Neal

Junior Deacon  Aaron Lockhart
Alan Bottorff
David Dulcio 
Paul Emilcar
Joel Simmons
Brian Fitzpatrick
Alex Cox
Joevin Casimir

Senior Steward 

Junior Steward  

Marshal     

Chaplain     

Tyler        

Treasurer     

Secretary     

MEETING PLACE 

Bishop Richard Allen Lodge #11
Stated Meeting: The first Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm

Dinner at 6:00pm. 

For further information call (561) 377-6037
or visit www.braml11.org

Action Planning Meeting 

The WM Action Planning committee continues as the year closes.
The focus is completing the Candidates journey during Covid 19 as well 
as:

• Fundraising campaign initiated by the Junior Warden
• Spreadsheet embedded with brothers occupation
• Work to have District 31 combine to initiate candidates together
• District 31 Boys Night Out (bowling, basketball, etc.)

These programs will not succeed if brothers do not participate. If we

remember that every activity at BRAML 11 needs to support this 
Mission, then all the other issues we have will take care of themselves. 

2020 BRAML#11 Lodge Committee Chairmen

Alex Cox, Treasurer 
 George Lockhart WM 
Aaron Lockhart, JD
Dennis Neal, SD
Alan Bottorff, JW
Paul Emilcar, Marshal

    Alex Cox, Treasurer
Jason Roman, JW
James Patterson, PSW
    Alan Bottorff, Senior Steward 
Aaron Lockhart, JD
Jason Roman

Audit      

By-laws  / AMC        

Candidates
Proficiency  

Distressed MM      

Education   

Finance Committee  

Fund Raising         

Sisters
Trestleboard  Editor  

Web-master
Photographer     
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December - 
• Holiday Gathering,
• Round-table Discussion
• Stated Meeting




