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January 1, 2018                                                                                              Letter # 40 

“18Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  19See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland.”  Isaiah 43: 18-19 NIV 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I greet you in the matchless name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  God has 

been so gracious unto us.  He continues to look beyond our fault and see our every need.  

What a mighty God we serve!  I would like to take this time as the 18TH Most Worshipful 

Grand Master of this great jurisdiction to wish each you of you a Happy New Year! 

New Year’s Day is a time of reflection as we look at the events that transpired during the 

prior year.  2017 was a good year for this jurisdiction, and by the grace of God 2018 will be a 

better year.  As a jurisdiction, we are blessed to have committed individuals who are held by 

their convictions to support our great Order.  For that I am most grateful.  Below, you will 

find my sentiments.  

“Release and Reach” 

 Over It:  “Forget the former things.”  These two words simply mean a negative event no 

longer bothers someone.  In 2017, we all had good, bad, happy, sad, and ugly experiences.  

We are human, and we have feelings.  When we forgive, we are at peace with the pain that 

was inflicted on us.  It not only relieves the person who transgressed against us, but it also 

reduces our stress, which is the source of many our illnesses. 

Overthink:  “Do not dwell in the past.”  It is nothing wrong with revisiting our past, but 

don’t get stuck in it.  That is why our windshield is so much larger than our rearview mirrors.  

We should spend much more time looking at what is ahead of us versus what is behind us.  

Many of us like to revisit our successes and our failures.  I surmise to you that both are 

powerful learning tools.  We can use the past to make better decisions in the future.  

Observe:  “See.”  Sight is a precious gift from God.  When you look around, what do you 

see?  When I look around, I can see so much the Lord has done!  He continues to bless this 

jurisdiction in so many ways.  His blessings are immeasurable.  Have you seen our 

accomplishments as a jurisdiction, so you can tell our story?  We have made significant 

progress over the years.  Continue to update our members! 



From the desk of the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

Original:  “I am doing a new thing.”  It is a new year, and we should open our eyes to be receptive to new things.  These 

words challenge us to be innovative and imaginative.  As a jurisdiction, we are striving to do new things and serve as a 

model for other jurisdictions in the Prince Hall Family to emulate.  The word “original” has several meanings in the 

dictionary.  One meaning is: Not dependent on other people’s ideas.  God has given us a great mind; therefore, we can 

think for ourselves. 

Overlook:  “Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  There is a famous quote: “Stop and smell the roses.”  It simply 

means to take time to take time out of our busy schedules to enjoy the beauty of life.  We need to have “me time” and 

“family time”.  Many of us have heard these lyrics from Stevie Wonder’s song: “I wish those days would come back 

once more.”  Those are great words for reflecting, but if we adhere to its message, we won’t reach for new experiences.    

Onward: “I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”  In the language of antiquity, we 

hear these words: “God will make a way out of no way.  He is water in dry places.”  I believe this was the theology of the 

forefathers and foremothers of our jurisdiction.  We should be excited because of Isaiah’s use of the word “making”, a 

continuous verb phrase.  Right now, He is making a way for us.  One of the definitions of a “stream” is a continuous 

flow…” God continues to shower us with his blessings, and He has a stream with our name on it!  

In closing, I would like for us to reach for the great things God has in store for our jurisdiction.  Please disseminate this 

message to your respective lodges and chapters.  I want our members to know that I am most grateful for their support of 

this Grand Lodge.  I look forward to working with each of you in this ensuing year.  Let us continue to pray for each 

other.  May God bless each of you.  

Happy New Year! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Walter Gulley, Jr.  
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